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THCM 2300-35:  Christian Doctrine 
Fall 2015 

 
Dr. Mitchell L. Landress     mitchell.landress@gmail.com   

Adjunct Professor       (863) 448-2986 

  

 

The mission of Leavell College of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders 

to fulfill the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local church and its 

ministries. 

 

Core Value  

Each academic year, a core value is emphasized. This academic year, the core value is Mission 

Focus – “We are not here merely to get an education or to give one. We are here to change the 

world by fulfilling the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through the local 

church and its ministries.”  

 

Course  Description  
The purpose of this course is to survey the doctrines of the Christian faith. Students are 

introduced to the biblical, historical, philosophical, and systematic aspects of theology. Special 

attention is given to Baptist doctrine. 

  

Student Outcomes 
At the conclusion of the semester, the student will be able to demonstrate: 

 the ability to summarize and critique another doctrinal perspective. 

 a basic understanding of theological method. 

 a basic knowledge of the biblical-theological elements of the doctrines of revelation, God, 

man, sin, Christ, salvation, the Holy Spirit, the church, and last things. 

 

Course Texts 

 Holy Bible. You may bring any reliable, modern translation. 
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 Erickson, Millard. Introducing Christian Doctrine. Edited by L. Arnold Hustad, 2nd ed. 

Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001. ISBN: 978-0801022500. $36.99. 

 Brunn, Dave. One Bible, Many Versions: Are All Translations Created Equal? Downers 

Grove: IVP, 2013. ISBN: 978-0830827152. $18.00. 

 

 

 

 

Course Requirements and Grading 

 

1. Weekly Quizzes (60%) 

 

Quizzes will be given each week that test the amount of reading completed for the weekly 

assignment, as well as questions pertaining to that week’s reading assignment. 

 

2. Book Review (10%) 

 

Each student is to write a 3-4 page book review on One Bible, Many Versions. Each student will 

be given a guideline for how the book review should be written. 

 

3. Research Paper (15%) 

 

Each student will write a 7–8 page research paper on a specific doctrine covered in the course. 

Paper topics will be assigned in class. 

 

4. Final Exam (15%) 

 

Course Outline 

 

 Week One: 

o Introductory Issues 

o The Doctrine of Scripture 

o The Doctrine of God 

 Week Two: 

o The Work of God 

o The Doctrine of Man 

o The Doctrine of Sin 

 Week Three: 

o The Doctrine of Christ 

o The Doctrine of the Atonement 

o The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit 

 Week Four:  

o The Doctrine of Salvation 

o The Doctrine of the Church 

o The Doctrine of Last Things 

o Concluding Issues  
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Attendance 
Students may not miss more than 9 class hours for a 3-semester hour course. 

 

 

 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
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 Rapids: Zondervan, 2003. 
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McDonald, Lee Martin. Formation of the Bible: The Story of the Church’s Canon.  
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Wright, N. T. Scripture and the Authority of God: How to Read the Bible Today. San  

 Francisco: HarperOne, 2011. 

 

Doctrine of God 

 

Erickson, Millard J. What Does God Know and When Does He Know It?: The Current 

 Controversy over Divine Foreknowledge. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2006. 

 

God Under Fire. Edited by Douglas Huffman. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002. 

 

Hanson, R. P. C. The Search for the Christian Doctrine of God. Grand Rapids: Baker  

 Academic, 2006. 
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Prothero, Stephen. God is Not One: The Eight Rival Religions that Run the World. New  

 York: Harper Collins, 2010. 

 

Tiessen, Terrance. Providence & Prayer: How Does God Work in the World? Downers  

 Grove: IVP Academic, 2000. 

 

Wise, Kurt. Faith, Form, and Time: What the Bible Teaches and Science Confirms  

 about Creation and the Age of the Universe. Nashville: B&H, 2002.  

 

Doctrine of Man 

 

Blocher, Henri. Original Sin: Illuminating the Riddle. New Studies in Biblical Theology 5.  

 Edited by D. A. Carson. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1997. 

 

Harwood, Adam. The Spiritual Condition of Infants: A Biblical-Historical Survey and 

 Systematic Proposal. Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2011.  

 

Hoekema, Anthony. Created in God’s Image. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986. 

 

Plantinga, Cornelius. Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin. Grand Rapids:  

Eerdmans, 1995. 

 

Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood. Edited by John Piper and Wayne  

 Grudem. Wheaton: Crossway, 1991. 

 

Smith, David L. With Willful Intent: A Theology of Sin. Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2003.  

 

Doctrine of Christ 

 

Bock, Darrell. Studying the Historical Jesus. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002. 

 

Grillmeier, Aloys. Christ in Christian Tradition. 2 Vol. Louisville: Westminster John  

 Knox, 1988. 

 

Need, Stephen W. Truly Divine and Truly Human: The Story of Christ and the Seven  

 Ecumenical Councils. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2008. 

 

Stott, John. The Incomparable Christ. Downers Grove: IVP, 2001. 

 

Strobel, Lee. The Case for Christ. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000. 

 

Doctrine of Salvation 

 

Allen, David L., Eric Hankins and Adam Harwood, ed. Anyone Can Be Saved: A  
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Defense of “Traditional” Southern Baptist Soteriology. Alexandria, LA: Message Books, 

Forthcoming. 

 

Allen, David L. and Steve W. Lemke, ed. Whosever Will: A Biblical-Theological Critique  

 of Five-Point Calvinism. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2010. 

 

 

Bass, Christopher D. That You May Know: Assurance of Salvation in 1 John.  

 Nashville: B&H Academic, 2008. 

 

Clendenen, E. Ray and Brad J. Waggoner, ed. Calvinism: A Southern Baptist  

 Dialogue. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2008. 

 

Keathley, Kenneth. Salvation and Sovereignty: A Molinist Approach. Nashville: 

 B&H Academic, 2010.  

 

_____. “The Work of God: Salvation.” In A Theology for the Church, edited by  

 Daniel L. Akin, 686–764. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2007. 

 

Piper, John. The Future of Justification. Wheaton: Crossway, 2007. 

 

Stott, John. The Cross of Christ. Downers Grove: IVP, 2006. 

 

Tiessen, Terrance. Who Can Be Saved? Reassessing Salvation in Christ and  

 World Religions. Downers Grove: IVP, 2004. 

 

Wright, N. T. Justification: God's Plan and Paul's Vision. Downers Grove: IVP  

 Academic, 2009. 

 

Doctrine of Holy Spirit 

 

Hamilton, James. God’s Indwelling Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Old and New  

 Testaments. B&H Academic, 2006. 

 

Pinnock, Clark. Flame of Love: A Theology of the Holy Spirit. Downers Grove:  

 IVP, 1999. 

 

Thiselton, Anthony. The Holy Spirit—In Biblical Teaching, through the Centuries, and  

 Today. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2013. 

 

Doctrine of the Church 

 

Brand, Chad and Stan Norman, ed. Perspectives on Church Government: Five Views  

 on Church Polity. Nashville: B&H, 2004. 

 

Dever, Mark, ed. Polity. Washington, D.C.: IX Marks, 2001. 
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Engle, Paul and Steve Cowan, ed. Who Runs the Church? Four Views on Church  

 Government. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004. 

 

Garrett, James Leo, Jr. Baptist Church Discipline. Paris, AR: Baptist Standard  

 Bearer, 2004. 

 

Hammett, John S. Biblical Foundations for Baptist Churches. Grand Rapids: Kregel  

 Academic, 2005. 

  

Strauch, Alexander. Biblical Eldership. Littleton, CO: Lewis & Roth, 1997. 

 

White, Thomas Jason Duesing, and Malcolm Yarnell, ed. Restoring Integrity in Baptist  

 Churches. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2008. 

 

White, Thomas and John M. Yeats, Franchising McChurch: Feeding Our  

 Obsession with Easy Christianity. Colorado Springs: David C. Cook, 2009. 

 

Doctrine of Last Things 

 

Alcorn, Randy. Heaven. Nashville: Tyndale, 2004. 

 

Horner, Barry. Future Israel: Why Christian Anti-Judaism Must Be Challenged.  

 Nashville: B&H Academic, 2007. 

 

Morgan, Christopher W. and Robert A. Peterson, ed. Hell Under Fire: Modern  

 Scholarship Reinvents Eternal Punishment. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004. 

 

Ryrie, Charles C. Dispensationalism. Chicago: Moody, 2007. 

 

Biblical Theologies 

 

Childs, Brevard S. Biblical Theology of the Old and New Testaments: Theological  

 Reflection on the Christian Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992. 

 

Goldsworthy, Graeme. According to Plan: The Unfolding Revelation of God in the Bible. 

 Downers Grove: IVP, 1991. 

 

Scobie, Charles H. H. The Ways of our God: An Approach to Biblical Theology.  

 Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003. 

 

Historical Theologies 

 

Garrett, James Leo, Jr. Systematic Theology: Biblical, Historical, & Evangelical.  

 2 Vols. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995. 
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McGrath, Alister. Christian Theology: An Introduction. 5th ed. Hoboken, NJ:  

 Wiley-Blackwell, 2011. 

 

Systematic Theologies 

 

Akin, Daniel, ed. A Theology for the Church. Nashville: B&H, 2007. 

 

Dagg, J. L. A Manual of Theology. First published 1857. Harrisonburg, VA: Gano,  

 1990. 

 

Enns, Paul. The Moody Handbook of Theology. Revised. Chicago: Moody, 2008. 

 

Erickson, Millard J. Christian Theology. 3rd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2013. 

 

Geisler, Norman. Systematic Theology: In One Volume. Bloomington, MN:  

 Bethany House, 2011. 

 

Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine.  

 Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995.  

 

Lewis, Gordon and Bruce Demarest. Integrative Theology. 3 Vols. Grand Rapids:  

 Zondervan, 1996. 

 

Ryrie, Charles. Basic Theology: A Popular Systematic Guide to Understanding  

 Biblical Truth. Chicago: Moody, 1999. 

 

Swindoll, Charles R. and Roy B. Zuck, ed. Understanding Christian Theology. Nashville:  

 Thomas Nelson, 2003.  

 

Thorsen, Don. An Exploration of Christian Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007. 

 

 

Theological Dictionaries 

 

Dictionary for Theological Interpretation of the Bible. Edited by Kevin J. Vanhoozer.  

 Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005. 

 

Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. 2nd ed. Edited by Walter Elwell. Grand Rapids:  

 Baker Academic, 2001. 

 

Other Biblical-Theological Resources 

  

Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament. Edited by G. K. Beale  

 and D. A. Carson. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007. 


